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Egypt, the culture of Greece received a new lease of life. The
work of philosophers and scientists was carried on with a fresh
vigour. Many practical discoveries, in medicine and other arts,
were the result; and the prestige of these new seats of learning
threw even decadent Athens into the shade. Now, in course of
time, Rome began to extend her conquests eastwards. Till then
her people, though warlike, had been almost completely boorish
and illiterate. But as, step by step, they came in contact with
peoples of Greek culture they too fell under its spell. Greek
teachers poured into Italy. Greek art, literature, and thought
were studied; and from Greek models all that the Romans
themselves were able to achieve in these fields was directly or
indirectly derived. Finally, as her Empire spread, and her civili-
zation with it, Rome handed on to the peoples of western Europe
the heritage which she had herself received from Greece. Thus,
while it may be true that the Greeks destroyed their own country
in the process of thinking things out, they had none the less set*
something in motion which was of infinite consequence to all
posterity. For, had it not been for their thinking, it can hardly
be doubted that we ourselves should still be living in a condition
of gross superstition and semi-barbarism. There is no evidence
that Gauls, Spaniards, or Britons would have been capable of
making the forward step for themselves.
It is to the Greeks, then, that we owe to-day by far the greater
part of our intellectual and artistic heritage. Especially since
the Renaissance of the sixteenth century, when scholars and
thinkers were greatly influenced by the rediscovery of Greek
literature, almost wholly neglected during the Middle Ages,
the debt has been redoubled. How great that debt is it would
be difficult to exaggerate. Half the buildings in London, or any
great town, are designed in styles invented by Greek architects.
Since the Renaissance the greatest masters of sculpture have
been inspired by the work of Greek artists. From Greek authors
the arts of history and biography have been derived. Oratory,